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human rights violators, first the
Magnitsky sanctions and then the
Global Magnitsky sanctions. It came
out of hearings from the Helsinki Com-
mission and legislation that we au-
thored. It is not only the standard here
in the United States. It has been adopt-
ed as the standard in Europe, in Can-
ada, and in other countries, to make it
clear that human rights violators will
not be able to hide their illicit funds in
our banking system or visit our coun-
try.

Perhaps our strongest contribution is
the oversight hearings that we hold.
We also passed the Elie Wiesel Atroc-
ities Prevention Act. But just last
week we had a hearing in the Helsinki
Commission on how we can prevent
atrocities from occurring in the first
place. So I am very proud of the accom-
plishments of the Commission.

Part of the responsibilities of every
member state of the OSCE is that we
have the right to challenge any state’s
compliance with the Helsinki Final
Act Accords. So it is our responsibility
to challenge when Russia violates
those provisions or we see violations in
Turkey—any member state you can
challenge.

But we also have to do our own self-
evaluation. As chairman of the Com-
mission, I have been using that oppor-
tunity to question conduct in our own
country when it does not match the re-
sponsibilities that we should have. We
saw that in the past in regard to the
torture issues in Guantanamo Bay.

My participation in the Helsinki
Commission goes back to my early
days in the House of Representatives
and some of my proudest moments of
representing our country on the inter-
national stage. Let me just give you a
few examples.

In February 1991, I joined a fact-find-
ing mission to Latvia, Lithuania, and
Estonia. That is when the Soviet tanks
were in Vilnius. That is when the So-
viet Union was demonstrating oppres-
sion against the people of the Baltic
States. It was a very sad moment of op-
pression, and we went there to stand up
for the people of the region, to let them
know that the United States never rec-
ognized the Soviet’s occupation of the
Baltic States, and that we stood with
the people and their independence.

It was very interesting. We went
from there to Moscow, and Mikhail
Gorbachev didn’t want to have any-
thing to do with us. He wouldn’t have
a meeting with us, and he wouldn’t ac-
knowledge that we were there. But we
had a meeting with Boris Yeltsin, who
at that time was the chair of the par-
liament, and we got great visibility.
And Yeltsin supported our efforts to
condemn the Russian use of force.

I have been to Germany several
times. My first trip on behalf of the
Helsinki Commission was when it was
a divided country, and we went to East
Berlin. We were the voices for those op-
pressed people whose voices could not
otherwise be heard, and we gave them
hope that one day they would see free-
dom.
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I then returned when we were lit-
erally taking down the Berlin Wall,
and I joined in taking down part of the
Berlin Wall. I have part of that as a
prized possession in my home.

I have returned to Germany as a
united country and see what a demo-
cratic Germany means and the work of
our Commission to bring down the Iron
Curtain. Germany is now a leading
democratic state and a great ally of
the United States.

I have been to Kiev, Ukraine, on sev-
eral occasions. I was there during the
Maidan protests, where the people de-
manded democracy. And then I had a
chance to return and monitor the elec-
tions in Ukraine with Senator
PORTMAN—again, a country that has
been able to rid itself of the oppression
of the Soviet Union.

I have been very active in the Hel-
sinki Commission in regards to the
Parliamentary Assembly. I chaired one
of their three standing committees. I
had a chance to become vice president
at the Parliamentary Assembly.

Today, I acknowledge Senator
WICKER, who is vice president. It points
out the bipartisan nature of the Hel-
sinki Commission and our work on the
international platform.

————
TRIBUTE TO ERIKA SCHLAGER

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, we could
not have accomplished any of these
achievements without an incredible
dedicated staff to the mission of the
Helsinki Commission, and I want to
just acknowledge one individual who
recently announced that she is retir-
ing, BErika Schlager, after 34 years of
service to the Commission and to the
global community.

Erika received her bachelor’s degree
from the University of North Carolina
in Greensboro, where she graduated
magna cum laude and was elected to
Phi Beta Kappa. She earned her A.M.
degree from Harvard University in So-
viet Union studies and her juris doctor
degree with honors from the George
Washington University Law School.
She studied at Warsaw University as a
Fulbright fellow and received a di-
ploma from the International Institute
of Human Rights in Strasbourg,
France. Quite a record.

She used that academic preparation
to make a difference in the world—and
what a difference she made. Erika has
been an unfailing professional in her
dedication to doing whatever is nec-
essary to ensure that the Commission
meets its mandate and defends human
rights abroad. Her deep expertise,
which she has honed over decades of
work, is renowned both among policy
professionals in the United States and
in the countries of Central Europe that
she followed for the Commission.

Erika is one of our Nation’s top ex-
perts on Europe’s most vulnerable com-
munities. She is a leading voice on
Roma rights—Europe’s largest minor-
ity, with significant populations also
in the United States.
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I have joined Erika in the crusade to
speak up for the Roma population, a
group that has been denied citizenship
in so much of Europe. What a dif-
ference she has made in their lives.

Erika has worked with Members of
Congress, the Department of State and
the OSCE to address issues ranging
from the enslavement and sterilization
of Roma to a permanent memorial in
Berlin dedicated to the Sinti and Roma
victims of the Nazi regime, to annual
recognition of International Roma
Day.

She has brought to my attention the
candidacy of Hthel Brooks to be the
first Roma board member of the U.S.
Holocaust Memorial Museum. I know
that Erika will continue to bring Roma
perspective and history on the Holo-
caust to further the tolerance, edu-
cation, and human rights work of the
museum.

I have the honor of representing the
Senate on the Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum board, and I can tell you that
Erika is so deeply respected by the pro-
fessionals at that museum for the work
she has done in furthering the goal of
that institution to prevent atrocities
against any groups of people.

Erika has long been one of my top
advisers on the Holocaust restitution
and Europe’s Jewish community. She
has worked closely with me over the
years to raise concerns about the rise
of Holocaust revisionism in countries
like Hungary and Poland; to foster im-
plementation of the Terezin Declara-
tion on Holocaust Era Assets measures
to right the economic wrongs that ac-
companied the Holocaust; and to hold
accountable a French railway that
transported thousands of Holocaust
victims to their deaths. She worked on
all of these issues and made significant
progress.

Erika has been instrumental in en-
suring that the Helsinki Commission
works to hold the United States ac-
countable for our own human rights
record, examining U.S. policies and
conduct concerning Guantanamo Bay
detention camps and U.S. policy re-
garding torture.

Erika’s counsel greatly assisted me
in my role as the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the OSCE’s Special Rep-
resentative on Anti-Semitism, Racism,
and Intolerance, where I was focused
on human rights and justice here at
home and across the expanse of the 57
participating states of the OSCE.

From the plight of African Ameri-
cans and Muslims to migrants and ref-
ugees, Erika has been integral to the
Helsinki Commission’s mandate of up-
holding the myriad of human rights
commitments defined in the Helsinki
Final Act and subsequent OSCE agree-
ments.

In addition to her many professional
milestones and achievements, Erika re-
tires from the Commission having left
a deeply personal mark on those she
worked with, from diplomats and civil
servants to the staff of the Helsinki
Commission. She is a natural teacher
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with a gift of taking a complex issue
and distilling it in a way that makes it
both relevant and accessible.

Erika has taught our diplomats at
the Foreign Service Institute and spo-
ken at international meetings and at
universities across the Nation and
around the world. She displayed her ex-
ceptional teaching ability at the De-
partment of State’s annual training
program on Roma rights, and she has
ensured that Roma civil society groups
could also participate.

She has actively sought out dialogue
and collaboration with new colleagues
to help deepen their understanding of
the Helsinki Commission’s role, of the
challenges the Commission could use-
fully seek to address abroad, and of the
unique tools at its disposal to do just
that.

Erika is always quick to ask about a
colleague’s well-being or inquire after
a family member’s well-being. She has
fostered collegiality among the Com-
mission’s staff through her unfailing
kindness and good nature. In so doing,
she has repeatedly demonstrated how
deeply she cares, not just for the work
she has dedicated her career to but also
for the people whose great privilege it
is to call her a colleague and a friend.

I will say on a personal basis that I
have benefited so much from her
friendship, from her understanding,
from her strategic thinking, from
where we can make a difference. We
know there are a lot of problems
around the world. We know we can’t
settle all the issues. But Erika helped
us focus on areas where we can make a
difference, and thanks to her input, we
have made a difference.

I know I speak on behalf of all Hel-
sinki Commission members and staff
and scores of other individuals—many
who may not know her name—and
groups concerned about advancing
human rights around the globe and
here at home when I say how we will
miss Erika.

Henry David Thoreau said: ‘“‘Aim
above morality. Be not simply good; be
good for something.” Erika has em-
bodied that maxim in her professional
career and in her life. She has made an
enormous difference, and she will con-
tinue to do so.

I wish her all the best with respect to
her future endeavors. I know we will
continue to hear from her.

Thank you, Erika, for the way you
served the Commission, our country,
and the global community.

With that, I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

LOUISIANA

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, June
marks the start of the Atlantic hurri-
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cane season, and 2021 is on us, but my
constituents are still suffering from
the storms of 2020. There are a lot of
folks in Louisiana who are still hurt-
ing. If you were to fly over Lake
Charles, LA, you would still see blue
tarps on roofs of homes damaged a year
ago.

I took to the Senate floor last month
stressing the need for disaster supple-
mental while Lake Charles and Baton
Rouge at that time were getting hit by
heavy rains and severe flooding. At the
time, Lake Charles ended up with 8 to
15 inches of rain in less than 12 hours.
It is heartbreaking to see them af-
fected once more by a natural disaster.
Baton Rouge got more than 13 inches
of rain overnight, with 15,000 homes
and businesses without power the next
morning. All this comes on the heels of
Hurricanes Laura and Delta and winter
storms which had catastrophic damage
to livestock, crops, and structures for
Louisiana farmers.

For those who need a refresher, 2020
set a record for the most named
storms—30 in 1 season and 5 of those
named storms hitting Louisiana, which
is also a record. Hurricane Laura, a
category 4 hurricane, hit Lake Charles,
devastated it, and then almost the
exact same place that Laura hit, Delta
hit—category 2—6 weeks later. It is un-
precedented to have one hurricane fol-
lowed by another.

NOAA calculates the damage from
Hurricane Laura at about $19 billion
and Delta at $2.9 billion. Laura
wreaked havoc through devastating
winds, which reached 150 miles per
hour at landfall—the strongest hurri-
cane to hit my State since 1856. Delta
was just rain. In LeBleu Settlement,
just northeast of Lake Charles, they
received almost 18 inches.

I may sound like a broken record, but
I need to just play this broken record
once more. We cannot allow the impact
of an entire year’s worth of natural dis-
asters to go unaddressed.

Just a few weeks ago, I was in Lake
Charles, and I heard incredible frustra-
tion about rebuilding in the aftermath
of these storms—a church still with its
roof ripped off; homes, as I mentioned,
covered with tarps—and stories from
members of the community who are
not back in their homes and, frankly,
may not even be back in their city be-
cause there are no homes and there is
no housing for them to return to.

The people in Lake Charles have an
incredible resilience and an incredible
we-can-do spirit. So you go there, and
people are laughing and they are smil-
ing, but then you see that blue tarp,
and you know that this community
will not recover at the way things are
going. I would argue that the weather
events were tragic, but the lack of ac-
tion upon recovery is making a tragedy
worse.

In March, my colleague from Oregon,
Senator JEFF MERKLEY, and I urged the
Biden administration to support a sup-
plemental disaster appropriation to ur-
gently address and direct Federal re-
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sources to communities throughout
America struggling to recover from
hurricanes, floods, wildfires, and other
2020 natural disasters.

President Biden came to Louisiana.
Once more, he heard from Mayor Nic
Hunter, Governor Edwards, and myself
that we could hopefully have some re-
lief. We need programs like community
development block grants, disaster re-
covery, mitigation funding, and U.S.
Army Corps of Engineer funding for
southwest coastal Louisiana hurricane
and storm damage risk reduction. We
need emergency solutions grants and
social services block grants to provide
assistance to the thousands of families
who have lost their homes due to hurri-
canes like those I have been describing.

We are past due moving quickly. If it
happened tomorrow, it still would have
not happened quickly, and we have
gone into another year which could
have similar storms. We need to help
the people of Southwest Louisiana. The
region has been pounded. My job is to
do all I can to help them get back on
their feet.

Once more, I call on my colleagues in
the House and the Senate with a simple
message: Let’s get a disaster supple-
mental done.

With that, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Michigan.

————

EXCELLENCE IN MENTAL HEALTH
AND ADDICTION TREATMENT
ACT OF 2021

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I am
here today and soon on the floor my
good friend Senator ROY BLUNT of Mis-
souri will be here as well to talk about
an issue that we both care very, very
passionately about. In fact, on October
31, 2013, which I guess it is amazing
how time flies, but in 2013, Senator
BLUNT and I stood here on the Senate
floor together to mark a very impor-
tant anniversary. It was 50 years to the
day after President Kennedy signed
into law the Community Mental Health
Act—b50 years to the day. And, trag-
ically, it was the last piece of legisla-
tion he ever signed, and it was one of
the most important.

The Community Mental Health Act
was groundbreaking; its goal, to pro-
vide full funding for comprehensive
mental health services in the commu-
nity. How important. Unfortunately,
that has yet to fully happen. Instead,
behavioral health is funded primarily
through grants that start and then the
grant stops. You would never say to
someone who is having a heart attack:
We would love to help you, but we are
so sorry the grant ran out. Can you
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